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By Simon Hardy

oday the eyes of the inter-

national workers move-

ment shiould be on South
Africa. The country faces a
national general strike after
public sector workers rejected
the government’s latest pay
offer. This has been averted
for now, but the strike has
spread to the motor and oil
industries - and the threat of a
general strike remains.

The 1.3 million workers, on
strike for the last two weeks of
August, are demanding higher
wages and more money for
their housing allowance. Strik-
ers have shut down schools and
government offices. Most hos-
pitals are turning away non-
emergency patients and the
army has been ordered to set
up clinics to treat patients.

Horror stories of patients
being put at risk by striking
nurses invading operating the-
atres have dominated head-
lines - but health workers’
union Nehawu has pointed out
that dozens of unnecessary
deaths result from staff short-
ages without the government
raising an eyebrow. In addi-
tion, the union has said it
would offer an emergency
service, but that anti-trade
union laws banning health
strikes forced them to go all-
out or face the sack.

The real terror has come
'vorn the police and army, who
have fired tear gas and rubber
bullets into the faces and backs
of strikers. After a pitch battle
between factory workers and
police, Numsa union official
Basil Cele was arrested and is
| currently on bail.

' The dovernment came back

2

to the negdotiating table with an
improved offer of 7.5 per cent
and a housing allowance of 800
rand (£72) a month. The strik-
ing workers, including teachers
and hospital staff, rejected the
offer, sticking to their demand
of 8.6 per cent plus 1000 rand
(£90) a month for housing.

Cosatu, the South African TUC
with 2 million members, said at
the end of August: “The govern-
ment ministers, who deny work-
ers their meagre wage increase,
have spent millions... on luxury
vehicles and are living a caviar
lifestyle.”

This is a reference to the so-
called “black diamonds”, a
corrupt elite (which includes
members of President Jacob
Zuma's family) who have made
millions through the ruling
ANC’s Black Economic Empow-
erment programme, while one
in four South Africans are
uriemployed and 50 per cent live
in abject poverty. Less than half
the population have running
water in thelr hemes.

Yet the government is plead-
ing that its coffers are bare -
despite increasing military
spending by over 40 per cent
since 2000 and spending $5 bil-
lion on the World Cup. In con-
trast with the public image of
the country during the Worlc

South Africa gripped
hy mass strike wave

A
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Cup, Cosatu general secretary
Zwelinzima Vavi remarked bit-
terly: “We have nothing to cel-
ebrate. We have lost more than
1.1 million jobs.”

Break from ANC!

The ANC led the anti-apartheid
movement but went on to
cement capitalist rule in the
country. This could only be done
in alliance with the black work-
ing class in the name of nation-
al unity - the ANC/Cosatuw/Com-
munist Party alliance.

But this alliance has been a
one-way street. South Africa
remains one of the world’s most
unequal societies.

Cosatu should call a general
strike to bring the unpopular
government to its knees. But this
is not enough - they need to
bring down the government.
Cosatu and the Communist
Party should break from the ANC
and the capitalists they support.
Instead they should form a work-
2vs dovernment, seize produc-
fien rrom the corporations and
e ricn. and base thelr power on
the strike committees and coun-
cils of workers delegates.

Twenty vears ago Black work-
ers orought down apartheid -
now thev can finish the revo-
lution and bring down capital-

- . ‘;
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EDITORIAL

RESISTANCE!

he gloves are off. Tory

promises not to axe front

line services have been
dumped now they are in power.
Backed all the way by the Lib
Dem hypocrites, Cameron and
his cronies are set to slash hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs, hold
down pay, cut pensions and
demolish a whole swathe of pub-
lic services.

If you work in the public sec-
tor, watch out. Cameron’s chan-
cellor, Osborne could not stop
smirking as he announced cuts
of between 25 and a stagger-
ing 40 per cent across govern-
ment departments.

If you are already out of work,
you need to watch out too.
Unemployment benefits will
be held down below inflation -
and if you are sick there is a
cap on incapacity benefit, so
snoopers and officials will be all
over you, desperate to claw back
every penny they can.

VAT hikes hit everyone, but
they hit the poor hardest. No
wonder the normally conser-
vative Institute of Fiscal Studies
slammed Osborne’s lie that Tory
policy is ‘progressive’. It is
regressive, which means it robs
the poor to pay the rich.

And all this so the Tories can
payback the billions they bor-
rowed from the super rich
investers in the bond markets.
In short the billions lost by the
capitalists who caused the cri-
sis will be paid off by the mil-
ilons wno daidn’t.

Labour leaders fail
Evervone agdrees that thisisthe
worst package of cuts since
the last great depression. S¢
vou'd expect the leaders of
Britains working class majori-
ty to be up in arms and doing all
thev can to stop it

But the candidates for t‘*'
Fabour leadersn

L._/Jw .......

useless. Front runner David
Miliband ~a bosses man from his
shiny black hair to the tips of
his shiny black shoes — sup-
ports cuts and keeps open the
prospect of tax cuts for the rich.
His brother Ed, the candidate of
the TUC, says Labour needs to go
back to its working class roots...
but still won't oppose all the cuts.

The leaders of the bigdest trade
unions - Unite, GMB and Uni-
son — back Ed Miliband. At the
same time, they are sitting on
their hands in the face of the Tory
job cuts and pay freeze. TUC sec-
retary Brendan Barber has even
ruled out a national demonstra-
tion against the cuts this year.

A recent poll found that one
in three people oppose ail the
cuts. A campaign of mass action
could mobilise millions, and
help convince millions more.
And just think how many of the
6 million union members in this
country would join a march... if
only the call came.

Coalition of resistance
There is an alternative and it is
starting to det organised.

Key figures in the labour
movement have issued the call
for a coalition of our own — a
‘Coalition of Resistance.’

A staternent launched by Tony
Benn has been signed by
Labour leadership candidate
Diane Abbott and a host of left-
wing union leaders such as Bob
Crow of the RMT, Mark Serwot-
ka of the PCS and Matt Wrack
of the FBU.

{t says:

* (Oppose cuts and nrivatisation

e Fight rising unemplovment
and support ordanisations of
unemploved people.

¢ Develop and suppert an alter-
native prodramme for eco-
nomic and social recovery.

. Orpose atl proposals to salve’

“e crisis thy RER acism and

other scapegoating.

¢ Liaise with similar opposition
movements in other coun-
tries.

e Organise meetings, confer-
ences and demonstrations.

¢ Support the development of a
national co-ordinating coali-
tion of resistance.

Time for action

Workers Power supports this
call. We encourage union
branches, Labour parties, local
anticuts campaigns, anttracists
and socialists to attend and
bring their friends and work-
mates with them.

At the conference we will
argue for the need to go further.
The coalition organisers call
for local groups to be set up
and say the movement will devel-
op a programme of action. We
believe this programme should
challange the Labour and trade
union leaders who stand in the
way of action, and fight for a mas-
sive wave of united strikes and
occupations... with the union
leaders where possible, but with-
out them where necessary.

Millions are waking up and
seeing that an historic fight is
on. Given a fighting lead there
can be little doubt that a mass
movement could be built. If
we could combine the coming
industrial action, which is today
beginning to mount from
Kirklees council to the London
underground, with civil disobe-
dience and occupations of
[hireatened services, we could

crzate a moverment on che scale |
chellion =
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we could smash the Tory cuts

packade, save millions from
poverty and bring down this
vicious Tory government.

Contact YWorkers Power for defails
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LABOUR LEADERSHIP CONTEST
~ Vote Diane Abbott and organise

to fight the Con-Dem attacks

By Luke Cooper

s the Con-Dem govern-
ment begins its all-out
ffensive against working
class people, trade unionists and
the public sector, the labour
movement is discussing the
future leadership and direction
of the Labour Party. For the first
time since 1994 Labour has a
contested leadership election,
where issues such as policy
and party democracy are being
openly discussed.

The Miliband brothers

David Militband has emerged as
the candidate of the right wing
of the party, with the support
of 100 MPs and the remaining
big business backers.

His election fund has more
individual donations than ail the
other candidates put together.
And due to the undemocratic
electoral system, which gives
MPs a third of the vote, he is
already guaranteed 13 per cent
before any Labour Party mem-
ber or affiliated trade unionist
even castes a vote.

His brother Ed has emerged
as the candidate of the social
democratic centre of the party
and the trade union bureau-
cracy. He has called the war in
Irag “a mistake”, is cpposed to
top up fees and has made the liv-
ing wage key to his campaign.

The candidate of the left, John
McDonnell, was cnce agan
deried a place on the baliot
paper by his inability to win
the support of 33 Lasour MPs
—arepeat of 2007 when he trieg
to stand against Cordon Brown.,
McDonnell was the candidate
closest to the struggles cutside
of parliament. repeatecly using
his nosition as an MP o cuwild

LR

AREIALT

support for trade union strug-
gles, as well as the anti-war
and climate change movements.
He has campaigned for the
reversal of the anti-working class
politics of the Brown and Blair
era, for restoring party democ-
racy and for a new party lead-
ership. Workers Power support-
ed John McDonnell’s candidacy
both times because a strong vote
for him would have have
strengthened the fight against
the Tories and put his brand of
reformism to the test.

Diane Abbhctt ermerges
But without McDonnell on the
ballot paper, how should social-
ists vote? We believe that only
Diane Abbott presents an alter-
native t¢ the four New Latcur
“continuity candidates”.
Apbott dees not nave th
to the growing resistancs chat
McDonnell has, nor does she
have his track record of oppo-
sition to the New Labour agen-
da. Abbott has pertormed badly
in leadership hustings; she
dodged the hard questicns and
said she would welccme tne

~ i on vl - -‘:;- e P i 4—H .!,.. e ,1 P
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ow cabinet.

Nonetheless, over the past few
weeks she has emerged as the
candidate of the left wing of
the party. She has the backing
of the Labour Representation
Committee {LRC) — a network
of left wing activists opposed to
the Blair-Brown agenda - and
her election pledges are substan-
tially further to the left than any
other candidate.

As leader she says she would:
e Save billions by cracking down

on tax evasion, introduce a

financial transactions tax, and

have a higher bank levy.
» Bring the troops home from

Afghanistan arid scrap Trident.
» Reform trade union laws to

restore a level playing field

between workers and tesses.
» Put an end to further privati-

saiicn and bring the rathwavs

back into puzlic ownersitlp.
Although these demands are
limited, they would mest rierce
spposition from the bosses and
could mobilise millions of work-
ers into battle, if she won.

Abbott has called for resist-
ance to the Con-Dem cuts and
tas backed the demonstration

.....

outside the Conservative Party
conference in Birmingham on
3 October. She has also signed
the Coalition of Resistance state-
ment, joining McDonnell. No
other candidate is prepared to
identify with the labour move-
ment’s active resistance to the
proposed government cuts.

A strong vote for Abbott will
sive confidence to the trade
union rank and fife. And if will
bring much greater pressure
to bear on the incoming Labour
leadership to oppose the Con-
Dem cuts and support work-
ers’ struggles against them.

But we also need to step up
the fight to put the Labour Party
undey the control of the labour
movement and we need to build
mass resistance that the incom-
ing leadership has to address.

Sccialists cannot ignore the
Labour Party because rmiilions
of people see it as the alterrative
to the Con-Dem oifensive. But
we must not let the Labour lead-
ers get away with rhetorical
opposition alone —we must push
them to go from words to deeds
and support the strikes and
demonstrations acainst the cuts.
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By a PCS, Mol Branch Organiser

he Ministry of Justice
(MoJ) plans to close 157
county and magistrates
courts and move “back office
work” to four administration
centres. This means 13,000 —
nearly 20 per cent — of the
80,000 civil servants employed
by the Mol will lose their jobs.
Before management informed
staff, news of the £2 billion
cuts were in the national press.
“Consultation” on court closures
ends on 25 September, but
everyone knows the decision has
already been made.
The transfer of incoming calls
and office work to admin cen-
tres will not improve customer

INDUSTRIAL ACTION

Ministry to slash
one in five johs

service, Similar moves in HM
Revenue & Customs led to 20-
minute phone queues. Much
worse, courts with disabled
access will be closed and their
work moved to courts without
these facilities.

So far, campaigns have
focused on the consultation
process, but when the cuts are
confirmed we will need decisive
action to save jobs and services.

Strikes will be necessary,
but Mo staff should not have to
go it alone. The whole public
sector faces cuts of 25-40 per
cent. United action —supported
and coordinated by the anti-cuts
committees springing up in
every major town — is our best
chance of stopping the cuts.

Civil service - it’s time for
our union to strike together

ost government

departments have

been ordered to sub-
mit plans for 25-40 per cent
cuts, which will see tens of
thousands of job cuts.

The government also plans . g

to limit payouts to 12 months
salary for compulsory redun-
dancies and 15 months for vol-
untary,

This is an attack on both jobs
and society’s most vulnerable.
The government plans to end
mortgage help for the disabled,
force single parents with young
children into work, freeze pen-
sicns and bus passes, and cur
aealthy school meais pro-
grammes and plaveround con-
struction.

The 360,0G0-strong PC3
union 15 catling for anti-cuts
committees in every town and
tor the TUC to hold a national
anti-cuts demo on 23 October.

A el O Soned s S T
Agthe unon Zears up or strike

A

action, the question is: what do
we need to do to win?

The PCS tends to limit action
to one or two day protest strikes.
However, the Con-Dem’s strat-
egy to destroy the public sector

relies on shrinking the civil serv-

ice and smashing its union.

- To stop this we must be ready
for indefinite strike action and
demand other public sector

nationdl public sector strike
could bring down the Con-Dem
government and thelr pro-
dramme Gf cuts.

Stop Gove’s state

school assault

By Rachel Brooks

espite Michael Gove's
plan to turn 2,000 “out-
standing” schools into
academies this autumn, only 32
opted out of local authority con-
trol and took on the new status.
But the battle is still on.
Another 180 have applied to
become academies. Plus more
schools may choose academy
status when the next round of
funding cuts is announced,
which would devastate compre-
hensive education and introduce
a two-tier system. Unions rep-
resenting teachers and support
staff are making preparations in
case their schools try to apply.
Peter Smith, secretary of
Newham NUT, said: “My union
is determined to do whatever it

can to protect the Newham fam-
ily of schools... If our members
are willing, we will ballot them
on industrial action.”

Militant rank and file mem-
bers and local union leaders
are preparing for action against
Gove’s academies, but this is not
reflected in the unions’ nation-
al strategies. For example, the
NUT left are pressuring the NEC
to discuss a national ballot, but
the executive is stalling - claim-
ing there are questions of legal-
ity and that the membership is
not ready for another national
strike (despite successes in 2008).

Without a battleplan to deal
with the academy threat, based
on rank and file control of
action, the unions will be unpre-
pared for the next round of
struggle.

L scneme at a stroke,

BBC workers vote
to defend pensions

By an NUJ memher

ECTU, NUJ and Unite
members have voted
overwhelmingly for
industrial action to stop the BBC
drastically slashing their pen-
sions. More than 90 per cent of
the unions” members support-
ed calls for strike action as well
as action short of strikes in oppo-
sition to the “pensions robbeny”.
The BEBU management’s plan
for a 1 per cent cap on future
pension incraases. lrrespective
of any pay rise or promotion.
has caused outrage among BBC

uniions join us. An all-out i staff. This breaks the link

between pension received and
ani employee’s salary at retive-
ment, abolishing the final salary
Yet BBC

director general Mark Thomp-
son received a £163,000 pension
top-up last year alone, while
deputy director general, Mark
Byford stands to receive a
£400,000 pension.

In addition, despite more
Jjob cuts and increasing work-
loads, the BBC’s 2010 pay offer
stands at around 1 per cent, with
pay frozen for some.

This 1s well helow the rate of
intlation and what's more, the
BBC refuse to rule out a nav
freeze for all staff in 2011, and
nas unilaterally scrapped an
agreement banning compulso-
v redundancies.

Instead of attacking its work-
ers. the BBC should siash
Thompson's massive £334,000

salary,
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| unions are watking out in
| a series of 24 hour strikes in
protest at 800 station and main-
tenance job losses.

The tube bosses claim all
job losses can be achieved by
not filling vacant posts and peo-
ple leaving voluntarily.

But Andy explained that
this is a deception. “They say
ali job cuts will be made by
‘natural wastage’ but it's just
not feasible. On top of that,
they keep telling us differ-
ent things. They promised
that they would not touch
operational grades — ticket
staff and station staff — and
that they would only cut
admin posts. But that’s not
the case, so it’s hard to accept
their reassurances.”

“Also they have indicated
that there will be changes to

to save money ~ and they can't
rule out redundancies. Vacant
track maintenance posts have

the maintenance regime —

not been filled, stretching
back to our dispute last year.
What we fear is that this is just
part of a rolling programme
of cuts. It’s the usual story
of working people bearing the
brunt.”

“Vacancies are job cuts. In the
last round of redundancies, a
lot of people were coerced into
taking offers, especially if they
were older. But where are they
going to find jobs with mass
unemployment?”

It is brilliant that drivers are
prepared to take solidarity
action in defence of other
workers like maintenance
staff,

The RMT's policy of recruit-
ing from every grade on the
underground, not just driv-
ers, means the members stick
up for one another as work-
ers and are not divided by
grade or job,

We talked about how the
industrial action could bring
maximum pressure to bear on
management.

Often one-day strikes have
not been enough to force tube
bosses to back down. So how
can the union step up the
strikes?

“We need a strategy to esca-
late the action when we've got
strength”, Andy said.

“At the moment, manage-
ment is intimidating workers
by asking if they are going to
strike. We know they're employ-
ing scab crews in preparation
for the strikes and planning to
put on extra buses.”

Like last year’s postal strike,
when scab mail centres were set
up in warehouses, represents
a hardening of management’s
resolve. Considering that up to
£1.2 billion will be cut from
Transport for London’s budget
in October’s spending review,
strikes in this context will not
be easy.

Andy continued “It's common
knowledge that it was part of
[London Mayor Boris| Johnson's
unwritten manifesto to break the
RMT’s hold on the Under-

Andy Littlechild is the chair of the London Underground engineering branchof the Rail.
Maritime and Transport (RMT) union. We spoke to him on the eve of the recent tube strike

London Underground workers:
striking for johs and safety

en thousand members of
the RMT and TSSA trade

ground.”

“When Cameron got info
power, he said he was going to
give Johnson superpowers — it
was all over the Fvening Stan-
dard. The Tories on the Greater
London Authority want to
move to driverless trains. It’s
got all the markings of a strat-
egy to get rid of the unions
piecemeal.”

It is really important for every
trade unionist to get behind the
tube workers. Send delegates
from your workplace to picket
lines, invite strikers to meetings
of your union or campaign.

Tell your workmates that the
newspapers are lying when they
blame disruption on the unions
and that it is managements job
cuts that have forced tube work-
ers to strike.

The bosses and Tories are
coming for all of us. We all
need to stand together. Sup-
port the tube strikes and help
spread the movement to fight
back against the bosses and
the cuts.

3y Rache! Brooks

rry Hicks, the Rolls Rovee
convenor who was sacked
pecause ae stood up to dreedy
oos3es, is standing for general
secretary of Britain's biggest
lunion Unite, against Len
McCluskey, a full-time appoint-
| ed officers.

| The Communist Party and
i

Lle vy Qoo b a1l T L, i~ i i A
L€ DOCIAMSC rarty oppose

Vote Jerry Hicks

Jerry and instead support
McCluskey, the front run-
ner backed by the official
union leaders, McCluskey
talics of fighting the cuts and
even of socialism, but in
practice he is a bureaucrat
through and through.

When the bosses in the media
were terrified that BA workers
might strike at Easter, hitting
profits hard, it was McCluskey
wnio rushed to rule 1t out: He

drafted the new Unite ruleboock
which stops branches even elect-
ing delegates to regional and
naticnal conferences of the
union!

Worse stiil, McCluskey has
never objected at Unite execu-
tive mestings when they con-
demn unofficial action forced on
workers facing pay cuts and
the dole.

By contrast. Jerry calls for
ail officials to e 2lected, made

for Unite leader

“accountable to members
through the appropriate lay
member committee” and paid
only the average wage of a Unite
member. and suzsporis work-
ers acticn.

Scores of local committees
are now ceordinating hundreds
of Unite activists in support of
Jerry. We urge Unite members
to vete for Jerry and go further,
campalging for rank and file
control of the union. '
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TUC Congress: turn words into
action to defeat Con-Dem cuts

With one of the most critical Trade Union Congresses in recent history being held this month,
Jeremy Drinkall examines the gulf between the TUC’s leaders’ words and deeds

nion leaders were [ivid

when Chancellor George

Osbourne revealed his
emergency budget in June: £6.2
biltion slashed from public serv-
ices with further cuts of 25-40
per cent across Whitehall
departments, VAT up to 20 per
cent, a three-year public sector
pay freeze, and cuts to housing,
child, unemployment and inca-

| pacity benefits.

Gail Cartmail, an assistant

{ general secretary at Unite,

argued: “ The public sector
did not cause the financial cri-
s1s. The bankers, the so-called
‘masters of the universe’ did —
and they should be made to
pay.” Unison’s general secretary
Dave Prentis accused the coali-
tion of “declaring war” on the
working class.

Even timid TUC general sec-

| retary Brendan Barber said: “We

are very definitely not all in this
together. Those on middle and
low incomes have done worse
than expected, and the rich have
been let off.”

But these words have not
been followed by action to
match. The TUC has sat on its
hands for months, only to
anniounce that it 1s now too late
to organise a national demon-
stration this year!

Unite general secretary Derek
Stmpson voliced the szeret
thoughts of many a union
bureaucrat: “The Conservatives
would love me to say there will
be a winter of discontent [the
1978-79 public sector strikes
that brought down the govern-
ment]|, as that would move the
whole emphasis to union mili-

tancy and away friom the cubs.”

Smug, sulted and s:ttmg on thelr hands, TUC chlef‘Brendan

Barber and Unite leader Derek Simpson say it's “too late”
for their millions of members to march against the cuts

This £187,000-a-year bureau-
crat couldn’t pack more non-
sense into a sentence. The one
thing Cameron and Clegg fear
is co-ordinated strike action and
union militancy would show
how the cuts could be stopped.

Meanwhile, TUC leaders, ie
Brendan Barber and friends, said
it is too late to organise a
demonstration against the cuts
this year. But the Independent
reported that they have found
time to have several “infor-
mal” meetings with the Tories.

Fighting back
Luckily, some union leaders did
come out fighting. Bob Crow,
leader of the railworkers’ union
(RMT}, argued: “The trade
unions must form alliances with
community groups, campaigns
and pensioners’ ordanisations in
the biggest show of united resist-
ance since the success of the
anti-poll tax movement, Waving
banners and placards will nct be
enough — it will take direct
action to stop the Cameyron
and Ciegg cuts machine.”

He has supported sirike
action on the London Under-

ground to stop job and pay cuts.

Similarly, the UCU lecturers’
union co-ordinated strikes
against college cuts in June,

But mostly it has been left
to union branches to fight
alone, such as Kirklees Unison,
which is balloting 8,500 work-
ers for a five-day strike against
1,500 job cuts.

That’s the right response. We
must meet every single attack -
on jobs, pay, services, pensions
and benefits —with strike action.

At every level we must press our

unions into action and fight to
coordinate our action.

Strikes and workplace occu-
pations are our best weapons.

And of these, the all-out indefi-

nite strike — a tactic which won
significant victorles last vear for
Tower Hamlets College teachers
and Leeds binworkeys — is the
maost decisive, because the boss-
es cannot organtse scabping and

sell-outs in between strike days.
B}»‘ electing thelr own strike
cornmittees and mobilising serv-
ice users and the wider working
class. workers can retain control
cof their own action.

But any strike that tooks fike

it will be successful will face
the full wrath of the media and
the courts. The anti-union laws
are there to keep us from fight-
ing back. We should defy them
whenever possible and demand
the Labour Party commits to
scrapping them.

Anti-cuts committees are
emerging all over the country.
They can unite the local unions,
Labour Party wards, campaigns
such as Defend Council Hous-
ing and Keep Our NHS Public,
pensioners, students, benefit
claimants and tenants. They can
organise public meetings,
leafleting sessions and lob-
bies. Local conferences can
draw in even more workers and
youth and plan next steps.

National action

But only coordinated national
strike action —- a general strike
—can stop these cuts by bring-
ing down the government. The
coalition has no mandate to
destroy our livelihoods and our
communities. We must fight
it to the end.

At this month’s TUC Congress,
the civil servants (PCS), firefight-
ers (FBU) and RMT are all pro-
posing “joint and coordinated
industrial action”. If the TUC
backs the motion, gocd, if not
Union leaders Mark Serwotka,
Matt Wrack and Crow sheuld
yrganise the strikes and call en
other union members to join
in as the TUC would have proved
itself impotent in the race of
the Con-Dem onslaught . Either
way rank and fiie activists shotild
use the opportunity to imple-
ment the strikes and prepare for
a new winter of discontent.
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DISSECTING THE TORY AND LIB DEM CUTS

BOOEK
)

A
e Y
OO OO,

.............

NG
o ., 1)

.............
--------

el
AT
N
& 4
s -:-:;‘:‘.
L » o 5
3 {ﬁ < o 5
% e AR %
e S 3.“§:
S i o
s D SR N
S '.E:w)'i P .{Z.:.:.‘)_
e
X R
X’ *,

What is the “Big Society”?
Cameron and his new friend
Clegg are pushing the idea of a
society in which the people are
empowered and have more
control over their services, with
charities and volunteers run-
ning them.

The Tories know that for every
worker who supports the wel-
fare state, there is another who
is fed up with poor service, long
queues for treatment, bureau-
cracy, rudeness and problems
getting what you want.

In fact the failings of our pub-
lic services are caused by cuts
in funding and a lack of dem-
ocratic working class control
of their delivery.

Strategy

The Tory strategy to demolish
our public services is to reach
out to discontented service
users and divert them into a
campaign which is effectively
for privatisation —which would
actually make all of our servic-
es worse for ordinary people
(but better for the rich).

The Rig Society 1s a cover for
opening up our public services
to big business and millionatre
“social entrepreneurs” to run
for profit. Those services that
| councils can no longer amerd
- and the private sector can't
. make profit from will be hand-
| ed to volunteer groups.

. The hvpocrisy is that Con-
Dem cuts wiil slash thou-
sands of local initiatives: care
for the elderly, nurseries, help
for children with special

riezds, support for refugees
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and rape victims.

Cameron is following the lead
of the Bush and Obama govern- .
ments, which have adopted
the “social innovation” ideas of
rightwing politicians and bil-
lionaire “philanthro-capitalists”
who develop for-profit “soctal
enterprises” that the govern-
ment pays to run services. For
example, in the UK, arms man-
ufacturer Vosper Thorneycroft
is involved in managing schools
services and ready to expand.

Poverty

Cameron's Big Society of char-
ity and expensive private serv-
ices will increase poverty. It
is an attack on properly paid,
skilled professionals who pro-
vide health and social services
and advocates instead the use
of untrained volunteers.

Cameron’s phrase “from
big government to Big Society”
really means “from big state to
big business”.

The Labour leadership can-
didates are not consistantly
challanging Cameron's Big
Soctety con., All private
providers of welfare services
should be nationalised without
a penny of comgpensation.

Workers and consumers

skhould control services to
i

ensure good quality not the |

inefficiencies and prafit grab-
bing of multinationals.

Labour only started the job
of building public services that
meet wotkers needs. Let's
defend what we have got, and
so forwards, without market
madress.

IM TO AXE
ONE MILLION

OF OUR JOBS

he Con-Dem coalition

aims to slash more than

£100 billion from state
spending by 2014-15. Depart-
mental budgets will be cut by
between 25 to 40 per cent, civil
servants’ pav frozen, jobs axed,
pensions and benefits for the
poorest slashed.

Bankers, millionaire directors
and bosses’ bodies such as the
CBI are delighted. The Institute
of Directors polled its members
to show company directors’
“emphatic endorsement”.
Mervyn King, Governor of the
Bank of England, praised the
Tory-Lib Dem austerity pro-
gramme even as he warned of
the possibility of a double-dip
recession.

Osborne’s cuts witl mean the
loss of the 600,000 public sec-
tor jobs. Already, Tory-led Som-
erset Council has announced
1,500 job losses (about a third
of its workforce). Kirklees has
also announced 1,500 job loss-
es, about one in eight of its staff.
This scale of attacks will be repli-
cated across the country.

But councils and government
departments contract out serv-
ices or use the veluntary and pri-
vatez sector forwork. The knock-
on 2ffect of the buddet will be
750.0C0 private sector jobs going
~ more than the public sector.
Unemployment will soar and
Britain will risk plunging into
recession again,

The cuts are also an oprortu-
nity to privatise swathes of the
weltave state, local government

and the Royal Mail and hand
services to private sector com-
panies. In particular, the iconic
pillar of the postwar welfare “set-
tlement”, the NHS, will be
broken apart to allow private
capital to flood in and take over.

It is a continuation of the pol-
icy of Margaret Thatcher in
teh 1980s when the Tories sold
off state industries such as coal,
airways and steel and caused
masss unemployment.

For example, Capita, the UK's
largest outsourcing firm which
doubled its contracts with coun-
cils under Labouy, is looking for-
ward to more contracts under
the Tories, with healthcare espe-
cially a source of “vast and poten-
tially lucrative” business.

The cuts aim to:

* Appease the bond markets so
the UK will keep its triple-A
credit rating, allowing inter-
est rates to stay low for busi-
Nness.

e Reduce the costs for British
capitalism by cutting pen-
sions and benefits, feading to
lower business taxes and pre-
MIums.

» Hand the private sector new
areas for profit making such
as welfare and education.
The Con-Dem’s austerity

plans are an attempt to restore

profitability after the 2008 crasii.

But the Tories aren’t making
the cuts to sort out the unem-

ployment groblem. They want

to use hish unemplovment to
bring down wagdes and condi-
tions. They must be storrel!
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Stop vicious Tory
attacks on henefits

The Coalition aims to slash £11
oillion or more from benefits of
the poorest people.

The Institute for Fiscal Stud-
28 satd that the Con-Dem cuts
=y budgets and tax rises will hit
~oorer families more harder
cnan the rich. The budget
~1l] see the richest 10 per
cent in Britatn lose only 1 per
sant of their income, but for
e poor:

e 700,000 on Job Seekers

Allowance (JSA) for over a

year will see their benefits cut

by 10 per cent.

e 1.5 million wil be kicked off
Incapacity Benefit and put on
JSA worth £25 per week less.

* One million claimants includ-
ing 240,000 low paid work-
ers and 170,000 pensioners
will have their housing ben-
efit cut. The Tories will

Increase it only by the fower
CPI rate of inflation {which
excludes housing costs!},
and force tenants into small-
er homes or onto the streets
as homeless. The young and
people in the London and
the south-east will be hit hard.
The average loss of income for
Britain’s poorest will be £624
per year (17 percent of dispos-
able income), while 40,000
households will lose over £1,000
per year.

The minister for welfare
reform, ex-banker and million-
alre Lord Freud, called this
assault on the poor “working
to restore fairness and respon-
sibility to a broken system.”

In reality benefit cuts, VAT
hikes and rising food and ener-
gy prices mean more poverty
for millions.

They want to smash NHS

The Con-Dem’s NHS White
Paper claims to be “liberating the
NHS” and putting the patient at
the heart of everything.
The complete opposite is true
- the Tortes aim to put the mar-
ket at the heart of the NHS.
Conservative Secretary of
Health Andrew Lansley said: “We
aim to create the largest social
enterprise sector in the world.”
The Tories will reorganise the
NHS so that private capital can
flood in and make profit.
- Strategic Health Authorities
and lecal Primary Care Trusts
will be abolished. along with the
limited element of planning and
accountability they provide.
Doctors will be forced to
join consortiums that will con-
" trol all commissioning of care
for patients, and &0 per cent of
the NHS budget.
§ These consortia wiil have to
d nanage healthcare budgets with
attle experience. So orivate

healthcare multinationals, such
as BUPA, will step in to provide
their “expertise” in exchange for
fat fees — paid for by our taxes.

All hospitals, clinics, clinic,
district nursing services and
mental health centres will be
forced to become foundation
trusts, taking on private patients
and seeking to make a profit.

At present private care is lim-
ited to 2 per cent of all hospital
worlk, but soon the rich will pay
fees to avoid waiting lists, cre-
ating a two-tier NHS.

For the first time in NHS his-
tory, private companies will have
the same status as publicly
cwred hospitals.

The Tories can't openly priva-
tise the NHS, they have to hide
under the idea of giving more
power to doctors. But the real-
1ty 1s that the founding princi-
ple of the NHS ~ treating
patients free based on need

—vifl be sacrinced,

N dtm

are springing up

Activists set up anti-cuts
groups across Britain to
halt Tory offensive

LAMBETH: Unison activists
set up Lambeth Save our
Services in July when the
Labour-run Council
announced 400 job losses,
many in children's services,
writes Jeremy Drinkall,

It has successfully called
three lobbies of the council
over the proposed cuts and

put out 10,000 copies of

an eight-page bulletin with
other council unions, Unite,

NUT and the GMB to the

public.

Lambeth SOS had our
first result when we worked
with staff from the One
Q'Clock Clubs, a pre-
school service targeted for
closure. Because of the
high union density and the
work of local activists, the
One O'Clock clubs forced
tne council to withdraw the
cuts!

Hcpefully this will te the

. first of many more.

Cantact: lambethsaveour
services@gmail.cam

SUNDERLAND:
Sunderand Against the
Cuts gathered over 150
signatures in just SC

- minutes, when we
i petitiorfed in the city centre
| against the devastating

-

£800 millien cuts to the
NS in the Noerth East,

across the country

writes Gary Duncan.

We started campaigning
In the summer and have
already mobilised more
activists than previous
movements, like Stop the
War, RMT organiser Stan
Herschel and Deputy
Labour leader Florence
Anderson attended our last
public meeting, both
wanting unity against the
Tory cuts.

We will be demonstrating
in Newcastle on the
European Day of Action 29
September.

Contact: sunderlandleftunity
@gmail.com

LEEDS: On 2 September
the Leeds Anti-Cuts
Committee was set up by in
the local Trades Councll,
writes Rebecca Anderson.

Trade unionists from the
Public and Commercial
Services Union, the National
Union of Teachers, Unison,
Unite, the Communication
Workers Union, the
University and College
Unicn and NASUWT were
present as well as
Lnempiayed Workers.

The meeting agreed (o
contact cther trade unicns.
cemmunity and student
organisaiions tao take part.
will be organising city-wide
protests against the Con-
Dem plans in Ocioker.

Contact Leeds Trades
Council: 0113 234 9920
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By Keith Spencer

wo years ago this month, the cred-
Tit crisis erupted and the world bank-

ing system was moments from col-
tapse. Govermments carried out huge bank
bailouts, pumped money into the econo-
my and invested in order to stimulate
the economy. There was even talk of
reforming capitalism and ending the power
of the speculators. The world economy was
rescued from a slump.

Now, the stimulus packages have ended
and governments are attacking workers
and welfare, slashing wages and benefits,
cutting health and pensions. The fear in
Washington and London is of adouble dip
recession or a long period of stagnation
caused by the huge cuts in state spending.
All talk of global recovery in the short term
has been postponed.

The USA

President Barack Obama was elected
promising that he would turn the econ-
omy around but another 54,000 jobs were
lost in August, the third month in a row.
The official unemployment rate stands at
9.6 per cent, with millions more on short-
time working or no [onger included in the
figures.

The period between April and June saw
the economy grow at 1.6 per cent, insuf-
ficient to bring down the unemployment
rate, and even that rate 1s expected to
decline later in the year,

The housing market is in a slump again
with sales of new houses down by 12 per
ccent and of existing homes down by 27
“per cent.

Chama has claimed his nearh: one tril-
on dollar stimulus nackage has “siopped
| the economy bleeding”.
| But many disagree. Nobel prizewinner
Paul Krugman, who advocates government
spending, said: “The stimulus raised
growth while 1t lasted, but it made only a
| smali dent in unemployment...and now
| it’s fading out.”

{Utners are 2ven morez pessimistic,

Nouriel Roubini, professor at New York Uni-
versity and who correctly predicted the
crash in 2008, said: “The US has run out
of bullets.” The government has already
pumped money into the economy, slashed
interest rates to zero and invested in
infrastructure and tax breaks, he said.

There are few tools left to try even if
Obama wanted to. He has now announced
£50 billion of road and rail building but this
is insufficent to turn around the economy.

Roubini predicted GDP growth would be
tess than one per cent later in the year
and satd the US economy is facing a dou-
ble-dip recession.

“The stimulus raised
growth while it lasted,
but it made only

a small dent in
unemployment...and
now it's fading out.”

Europe

Germany reporfed growth rates of 2.2 per
cent in the last quarter, which while
much better than its competitors, depend-
ed on replenishing stocks and increasing
exports — 1t 1s the second biggest exporter
in the world after China. German manufac-
turers took advantage of the fall in the value
of the Euro. Also China, which has invest-
ed heavily to escape the world downturn, is
an important destinaticn for German goods.
But most German exports still go to the EU,
and most of the EU is slumping.

The Bundeshank {the central bank)
expects exports to slow up as the euro appre-
ciates against the falling doliar, making
eXports more expensive.

But Chancellor Merkel is intent on car-
rving ouf savdge cuts worth Euros 80 bil-
lion on social welfare in Germany and
imposing similar cuts on the rest of the
Furs area. which will undermine exports

As globhal capitalism stagnates, the

THIS IS A VICIOUS,

and damage consumer confidence. And with
Greece, Spain, Portugual and much of East-
ern Europe in deep crisis, it is hard to see
the German recovery lasting for long.

The UK

The Con-Dem government has embarked
on a huge attack on welfare, jobs and
services in order to cut £100 billion from
the deficit in four years (see pages 8-9).

This level of cuts is already worrying econ-
omists. In the April to June period this vear,
the economy gdrew at a rate of 1.2 per cent
but already this is declining. Most of the
growth was from manufacturing and espe-
cially construction, which benefited from the
Labour government’s investment last year
in building programmes. Restocking and the
fall in the value of the pound (about 25 per
cent) also boosted manufacturing exports.

But the Con-Dems have slashed invest-
ment prograimmes in schiools, hospitals and
house building in order to cut the deficit,
leaving manufacturing and construction in
the doldrums.

The Construction Products Association
warned that government cutbacks on
investment would “cause a double-dip reces-
ston for the sector” as new orders have
already declined by 14 per cent.

In addition, the service sector, which
accounts for the majority of the UK econ-
omy, i1s also slowing up with the worst
growth rates for 16 months as consumer
spending stagnates; the housing market
also reported lower sales and mortgages
over the summer.

Furthermore, the money needed for a new
round of private investment to boost the
economy isn't there. the British Banking
Association reporied that last year banks
ient only £900 million to businesses, a quar-
ter of the average annual rate, despite being
pumped full of money by the government.

Ecoromy analyst company Markit, which
carries out surveys into UK economy, said
that the recent data points to next quarter
srowth being only 0.5 per cent.

The chief economist at the British Cham-
ber of Commerce put the blame squarely
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ruling class goes on the offensive...

FAILING SYSTEM

the retrenchment that the government
wants to impiement, will inevitably increase
dangers of double-dip recession.”

Another danger is that the economy will
end up like Japan’s: stagnating for decades.
A spokesperson for Barclays Wealth said:
“Double dip is now on everyone’s mind.
‘Japanisation’, or a long hard slog...is the
worry.”

Neo-liberal attacks

The major governments have adopted aus-
terity policies in order to cut the living stan-
dards of workers and poor in order to hand
more wealth over to banks, multinationals
and rich.

Han-Werner Sinn, head of Germany’s IFO
Institute, put the ruling class position suc-
cinctly recently when he said the people
of the USA: “Would just have to see their
living standards go down.”

The New York Times recently reported that
profits were up on Wall Street and that the
average pay of managers had increased by
11 per cent on three years ago. But wages
for non-mangers had fallen by 10 per cent
over the same period.

More than a muillion families are losing
their homes in the US every year while
unemployment increases. And one in six
Americans rely on some form of govern-
ment hand-outs with more than 40 million
receive food stamps. ‘

Youth are particularly hard hit with more
than half of 16-24 vear olds unemployed
while only one in seven African-Americans
in the same age group has a job.

Similar cuts are being carried out across
Europe as the imperialist economizs such
as Germanv offload the crisis onto their own
workers and the smaller economies, leelard
and Ireland were the fIyst viciims or the
crisis with wage cuts petweern 10 and 13
per cent, Portugal and [Hungary face wage
rreezes for two vears minimum whije Labviz
and Lithuania have had wage cuts of 20
and up to 50 per cent respectively. Greek
workers face a wage cut of a quarter and then
a five-year freeze.

Workers are ceing forced to nay mors for

pensions with contributions rising across
Europe and the retirement age being raised.
In the UK pensions are being tied to the lower
of the inflation indexes and retirement age
increased, Greece has frozen all payments
and raised the age of retirement to 67 while
Romania has cut pensions by 15 per cent.
VAT is also being increased all over the
continent, this is a regressive tax and hits

The crisis is long and
deep. Even when the
recovery does pick up, it
will feel like a recession
for the mass of peopie

the lowest paid the hardest.

Even for the two countries seen to have
escaped the worst of the global meltdown,
India and China, the future is turbulent. The
Chinese government has had to invest hude-
ly to restructure the economy while facing
a huge upsurge in workers’ struggles against
job losses and factory closures. India’s growth
rate of more than 10 per cent looks impres-
sive but not when the inflation rate is the
same and undermines the economy.

Capitalism: a destructive system
These cuts programmes are now the gen-
eral policy of the world’s ruling class. The
(nitial Keynesian reflationary programmes
have failed — now they are shifting to a more
direct policy: drive down working class liv-
ing standards, whatever it takes.

The crisis of 2008 was caused by
returns or profits on investments falling
Pecause ther2 was too much capital 1 the
oM Gf money. shares, other wealth such
as buildings and goods in the world = what
Marxasts call the overaccumulation of cap-
ital. To make the returns on investments
profitable orice more, the ruling class must
destroy capital, slash wegdes costs, privatise
state services, force some companies into
bankruptcy and even destroy plant, machi-

— P e g 1
nary and surnius £5Cas,
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The crisis is long and deep. Even when
the recovery does pick up, it will feel like a
recession for the mass of people with high
unemployment, falling wages, reduced ben-
efits and services; the rich will siphon off
the profits and bonuses.

The crisis brought to an end a long peri-
od in which the capitalists thought they
could stave off a downturn simply by extend-
Ing credit. Now the desperate measures that
governments took to avoid a complete melt-
down in 2008 have also run their course.
Millions are discovering once again that cap-
italist crises and recessions are not caused
by this or that wrong policy, or by this or
that dodgy deal, but are necessary expres-
sions of the contradictions of capital itself.

The expansion of capitalism all over the
world in the aftermath of the collapse of the
USSR nearly 20 years ago certainly expand-
ed this systemn, but also expanded its con-
tradictions and its crises. We have entered
a period in which the industrial cycles of 7-
10 years will not dissappear, but in which
the upturns will be weak and curtailed, the
downturns long and bitter.

As the capitalists desperatly seek to
squeeze profitability out of a contracting
systern, they will turn not only on the work-
ers but increasingly on one another. Rival-
ry between states which are already trying
to undercut one another in global export
markets will become ever sharper and will
(nvariably take the form first of diplomatic
and ultimatly of ilitary clashes.

This is a world system in decline which
brings a hugde reduction in living stan-
dards and the threat of more terrible
destruction ever closer. If the great cri-
318 brings with it one lesson above all, it
ts the nzed for the anticapitalist work-
zrs of the world to combine their orozs
in the closest possible unity, so that we
can unite the resistance in every country
and across borders, and divect it towards
a globally co-ordinated challange to cap-
italism itself. The guestion of building a
new world party of social revolution — a
Fifth International — is posed by the cri-
sis of glebal capitalism itselt,
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THE FIGHT AGAINST FASCISM

By Andy Yorke

he mobilisation against
the English Defence
League (EDL) in Brad-
ford on 28 August was an
important victory. The fascist
EDL suffered a double defeat.

It only got 700 supporters to
Bradford after building the
demo up all summer as “the
big one”, calling for 5,000
thugs to invade the cify.

And when 100 of their thugs
tried to rampage through the
town local people and antifas-
cists saw them off.

After being bussed in by
police and placed in their pen
around 1pm, the EDL imme-
diately began chanting sicken-
ingly anti-Muslim and racist
chants, such as, “We love the
floods” — mocking the devas-
tating crisis that has killed
thousands in Pakistan.

Just as in 2001 when the
National Front came to Brad-
ford, the fascists were deter-
mined to start a race riot.

The EDL soon tried to push
through police lines, throwing
rocks, bottles and even smoke
hombs at activists, who had
-passed up the two explicitly
pacifist “festivals”, called by the

organisations, to gather 1o
the streets, forming a timely

A Y AL s SN P E gy
counter-demonstration.

- locals and activists defend city
| The numbers at the counter-
mrctest soon swelled with Asian,
black and white people, — men
and women. vouhg and old,
sooialists and antifascist groups.
But at the same time, desper-
'qrz to trigger the riot they

leaders of the official antifascist

craved, a hardened core of EDL
membeys broke free by climbing
over an unguarded fence. Overa
hundred fascists escaped the pen
while the police did nothing.

Like lightning, the counter-
protest turned and hundreds ran
up a hilly road and down a car
filled street, with many drivers
honking their support. Some
EDL thugs stood their ground,
threatening the first antifascists
to arrive, daring us to take them
On. |
But they had to be rescued by
police, who used attack dogs —
not to drive the EDL back, but to
defend them from the antifas-
cists! The EDL were forced back
into Urban Gardens, physically
stopped from spreading fear and
hate.

Hope Not Hate

This victory came despite — not
because of - the main antifascist
organisations in Britain, who
tried to prevent the communi-
ty from defending their city.

In the run-up to the Bradford
demonstrations, Hope Not Hate
(HNH — controlled by Search-
light magazine and the Labour
Party) argued that there should
be no counter-demonstration
and that the people of Bradiord
should campaign for the police
to stop the EDL protest.

They lobbied the Home Ofiice
to ban the EDL from marching.
This campaizgn was partialy suc-
cessfui. with tihe EDL being
restricted to a static protest.
which predictably turned out to
pe not so static.

But on the day., HNH leader
Nick Lowles admitted the use-
lessness of police “protection”
saving: “Two hundred and firty
EDL have broken out and ars
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The unofficial counter demo stopped EDL riot

running up the hill. One soli-
tary police car in sight. This 1s
a shambles... The [police] dogs
are out of the van but are point-
ed at the locals.”

UAF - ‘We Are Bradfard’

Unite Against Fascism (UAF —
another broad alliance but with
the Socialist Workers Party

RN
.........

involved) argued that antifascists
and antiracists should be able
to show their opposition to the
EDL in the city centre.,

But UAF was also said that this
should only be a “peaceful cele-
bration of multiculturalism”,
releasing a statement to reassure
the police, local politicians and
community leaders that such an

Where next for the

Bradford showed clearer than
ever that we need a national self-
defence crganisation that
defends us from both the fas-
cists and the police, rather than
“channelling” cur movernent
into pacifism and dependence
on the police like UAF and HNH.

It needs to draw people
together from all the anti-fas-
cist organisations on the sim-
ple basis that we should deny
\the fascists the streets. If

-

antifascist movement?

should be ready to assert its
democratic and legal right to
defend our marches and our
communities from racist riot-
ers, and to defend ifs right to
do so in the courts, iz the media
and In practice.

Let’s make sure what awaits
the rascists next time s an
organised defence association
readv to stop them in their
tracks — an Antifascist Defence

League, /
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event was “not a counter-dernon-
stration”.

[n Bradford, a UAF organis-
ing meeting on 26 August expli-
cated stated that, if EDL mem-
bers broke away from the police,
attacking mosques and other
buildings, then they would “stay
in the square”,

When the EDL did break out
of their pen they held to that pol-
icy. Even the left wing of UAF, the
Soctalist Workers Party, was
determined to keep people at the
“We are Bradford” festival and
honour thelr agreements with
the police.

While hundreds of people from
Bradford were defending their
city, the SWP leaders, along with
most of their members, were
nowhere to be seen. This was
despite their newspaper article
insisting that we needed a count-
er-mobilisation to “politically, ide-
ologically —and physically”
oppose the fascists.

The shameful fact is that the
HNH and UAF leaders, support-
ing the media’s version of 2001,
sought to prevent any confronta-
tion with the EDL to avoid a riot.
But in the end it was the self-
defence of local people, not them,
who prevented a repeat of the
2001 riots.

They shall nat pass

In the run up to Bradford, Work-
ers Power argued for the neces-
sary tactics: mass action to
defend the city from the EDL
because we could not rely on the
police to do it. In the end, this
proved to be coryect.

The police failed to control
the EDL and saved their ammu-
nition for the antiracists in
Bradford. [t was several hundred
antifascists that drove the EDL
oif the streets,

The working class peocle who
came out to stop the EDL
marching were right to do so.
Theyv showed it was possible,
with just a few hundred people
prepared to stand their ground,
to prevent the EDL launching a

racidt poSyrom,

Northern Ireland:
still a prison house

Bernie McAdam reports on growing repression in Northern Ireland
and how a new movement is challenging the sectarian state.

he recent upsurge in

attacks by Irish Repub-

lican groups on police
targets has prompted Tory MP
Patrick Mercer to warn of pos-
sible, but unlikely, attacks on
the Tory party conference in
Birmingham this October. He
said, “I don’t think they have
that capability but they are talk-
ing about it.” Tory scaremon-
gering takes some beating!

But the rise in dissident
Republicanism is still worry-
ing the British government and
its DUP/Sinn Féin administra-
tion. Sinn Féin has even offered
to talk to dissident groups, and
Martin McGuiness, Sinn Féin
MP for Mid Ulster, insists the
British government is already
talking to them.

The represents a big change
in tune for McGuiness, who
used to hold to the view that
the “micro-groups represent
nothing”. The truth is that
many people in the nationalist
enclaves have seen no materi-
al improvement in their con-
ditions and no progress
towards a united Ireland. And
now traditional repression
against dissent is growing,

Prisoners and parades

Irish Republican prisoners in

Maghaberry have been beaten
up. lecked up for 23 nours a dov,
strip-searched, and denied basic

| facilities. And although a
‘protest campalgn by the pris-

oners and thelr supporters has

‘won their right to free associ-

ation and an end to systernat-
(¢ strip-searching, reports sug-

e 1} - oy e g o - -
g2st that prison officers are

i

The PSNI ensure the Orange Order can march through Catholic areas

violating the agreement.

The peace deal also failed
to resolve the 1ssue of Orangde
Order parades marching
through nationalist areas. For
the third time this summer
sectarian marches have passed
by the nationalist Ardoyne
area. A sit down protest by res-
idents followed by a night of
resistance from local youths in
July resulted in police attacks
and heavy repression.

The state has also used the
resurgence in bombing to
clamp down on republican
activists. Police raids are resum-
ing at an alarming pace. Polit-
ical leaders. such as Cary Don-
nelty of the 32 County
Soverzignty Movement, are
being tramed on tlimsy charges
like possessing “terror-related”
mobile phones. But anv critic of
the peace agreement is fair
dame {or a sectarian state that
athors dissent,

Sinn Féin has no doubt Ceer

alarmed at the increasing num-
ber of protests on the streets,
which in days gone by it would
have been leading. Now it governs
with the DUP and 1s trying to pass
the Public Assemblies, Parades
and Protests Bill, which bans
unauthorised protests of over
50 people.

The pressure must be kept
up so that this bill is binned
for good and not just revised.
If this fails, then a campaign
of mass civil disobedience
including industrial action
must take place.

What is needed now 1s a polit-
ical movement, which can co-
ordirate and develop a campaicr
agamst reprassicn. A united cam-
paign could be sick-started by a
democratically organised confer-
erce fignting for an immediate
end to the British occupation.
political status for prisoners
and their release, and right of the
Irish people to determine the
ruturs of the six counties.
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PAKISTAN
Zardani,
delay a

By Darren Cogavin

akistan is reeling from the most
destructive floods in history. At
least 20 million have been affected,
five million are homeless, scores of thou-

sands are starving. Roads, bridges and %
farms have all suffered irreparable damage. &2 RS T 5 N o aifs
More than 6,000 villages have been swept o T e TR 4 o *ﬁ*}f;
away. Many remain stranded without access e S, a o Y B R . ’1;;,;
to drinking water, food or shelter. e e e o

The devastation has stirred anger against %2 & a5 sk T o
the US-backed Pakistani government, ? . S = §
which was painfully slow to act. President : ﬁ_@_ Gt e q_}‘
Ali Zardari even visited his 16th century R g Gt O o
Normandy chateau whilst the floods were  Fies S ’ on .

raging.
The floods have darmaged at least 3.2 mil-  called “war on terror”. US drones fired mis-  feudal landlords deliberatly breached the

lion hectares - about 14 per cent of Pak-  silesin Pakistan’s North Waziristan district ~ levees to save their own farms while villages
istan’s cultivated land - warns the UN'sfood ~ —an area heavily affected by the floods —  were flooded and peasants lost crops, live-
agency. The agricultural heartland, the killing at least 13 people on 14 August. Over stock and homes. These breaches could not
hreadbasket of Pakistan, is completely 1,000 people have died in areas raided by  have been made without at leasta tacit nod
wiped out. US drones since August 2008. from higher quarters.

The Revolutionary Socialist Movernent Decades of US interference, propping up “Tt is not just floodwater that is killing
(RSM), Pakistani section of the League for ~ corrupt military regimes, have left this and displacing people, now there 1s a real
the Fifth International, is involved in relief  country one of the poorest and least threat for many of disease and starva-
offorts across the country, helping work-  developed in the region. The US has made tion,” said RSM activist Faiz Ali. “Huge
ers aid in the cities, collecting money, food ~ denerous funds available to Pakistan for amounts of crops have been destroyed, mak-
and emergency supplies, and organising military equipment and intelligence ing it even harder for villages and com-
their distribution in the into the affected  agencies to secure its interests in the region,  munities to feed themselves over the win-
areas. RSM member Rashid said: “The flood  while infrastructure development, educa-  ter. Instead the Pakistani state has been
and rain has devastated the lives of mil-  tion, health and other social needs have — adamant about saving various multination-
lions: people are living without shelter and been ignored. The lack of flood control in  al corporate projects, dams and bridges.”

food. The government made the situation the country has destroyed hundreds of miles RSM members in Gujranwala organ-
worse with their mismanagement.” of roads, railway lines, bridges, houses, ised a protest against the government’s inac-

The hard work of activists stands instark ~ schools and hospitals. tion, arguing for class struggle against
contrast to the US, which gives the Pak- The devastation, without any doubt, s the corrupt elite and for an emergency plan

istan government S1 billion a year to not just an accident of nature. Ominous  to meet its people’s needs. The economy
| fight “militants”, vet has only promised a warnings of a massive tlood were predict- needs to be taken out of the hands of the
paltry $55 million for emergency aid. Mean- ed in July, weeks in advance, when unusu- capitalists and landlords. Faced with a sit-
while, the UN Office for the Cocrdination  ally heavy rain hit the highiands in the  uation: that s quickly deteriorating, com-
of Humanizarian Affairs tOCHA) said that  Nertn. i ayas the Reaviest rainiall in 35 munities desperatety reed foed, clean water

the $439 mitlion respense plan for Pakistan years, var Dakistani officials took no steps  and hygien supplies. But the resources
has only received 3291 million, Pak-  to notifty the population at risk or move currently available cover oniy a fract:on or

| istan’s Ambassador to the UN pointed out  emergency equipment into the region. what is required, so the international labour

i that Pakistanis themselves weye support- The induscrialists, feudal landlords and  movement must respond quickly to grass-

' ing 18 million of the 20 million affected.  banks are preparing to utilise this disaster  roots and labour appeals in Pakistan.

o for their own benefit. The tentral bank has v
| Bombs not food already increased intzrest rates to make You can donate to the flood relief

work of the RSM by contacting
[fioffice@btopenworid.com

' As floods were roaring, US personnel inn lcans more expensive. For weeks, flood-

! E Y ' :"\ ;1 Ny e . A e D) ¢ . ! . o ..‘. a r"l "“ ""f" ~ - 1 - - < .": ."Lf 3
'the regior diverted rascurces o the so- alfecied VICUMS have been enraged after
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talks are

By Mareus Halaby

new round of peace talks between
A-\Israel and Palestine are being viewed

vith cynicism by many. Despite
claims from US President Barack Obama’s
administration that there is hope for
progress, the reality is that Israel is
determined from the start to undermine
any genuine moves towards resolving
any of the substantive issues.

These include the massive settlement-
_building programme currently going on in
| the West Bank, which is occupied territory
| and the construction of the apartheid “secu-
rity” wall which is annexing so much Pales-
| tinian land. The other issue is the continued
siege of Gaza, described as a2 “humanitarian

disaster” by international aid agencies.
Notably missing from the talks is the party
that makes up the elected government of

Middle-East peace

a farce

the Palestinians — Hamas. Prime Minister
[smail Haniyeh has rightly condemned the
talks in advance. A spokesperson said they
would give Israel “the cover to complete its
settlement project in the West Bank and its
aggression against the Palestinian people.”

Israel refuses to negotiate with Hamas,
which would be an admission on its part
that Hamas is the genuinely elected gov-
ernment of Palestine. As a result, the “peace
talks” won'’t hear the voice of the majority
of Palestinians and are more an attempt
to boost Obama’s credentials before the US
mid-term elections in November.

From the Palestinian side only Fatah will
attend, represented by Mahmood Abbas.
Abbas is clinging onto power in the West
Bank by refusing to hold elections, know-
ing that after his constant betrayals he
would certainly not win. As a reward for
helping Israel rebuff the UN’s Goldstone

report, which exposed Israeli war crimes in
(aza, the only concession Abbas won before
the talks was a one-month suspension on
the construction of new settlements in the
West Bank, applying only to the rural areas.

On the Israeli side there is little room for
negotiation. Benjamin Netanyahu, Israeli
Prime Minister since February 2009, explic-
itly rejected his predecessors’ controver-
sial programme of removing settlements
from Gaza. Netanyahu’s stubborn approach
has alienated Washington, which now looks
to Ehud Barak, Israel’s Labor Party's defence
minister, as a political ally.

Barak worked closely with US President
Clinton in the late 1990s and bears much
of the responsibility for provoking the Pales-
tinian uprising in September 200¢. But
he too has no altermative way forward, which
leaves the door open for right winger Avig-
dor Lieberman’s proposalsto strip Israel's
Palestinian citizens of their second-class
civil rights, and pursue a policy that is part
apartheid and part ethnic cleansing,

There 1s only one just and viable possibil-
ity for peace in the Middle East —a single, sec-
ular and socialist state for both peoples, based
on equal citizenship and the full recognition
of each other’s national existence.

Venezuela: Hugo Chavez’s PSUV

By Tim West

n 26 September the United Social-
1st Party of Venezuela (PSUV) will

face its first national elections. It
was founded in 2007 to support Hugo
., “havez’ government and the “Bolivarian
Revolution.” The PSUV centrols 80 per
:ent of mayoralties and 19 of the 24 states.
-owever, it suffered defeats in the Decem-
ey 2007 referendurn on constitutional
form and the 2008 regicnal elections,
marking a decline from Chaves peak of
sopudarity in 2002 and 2063 ater the defeat
T right wing coup attempts.

Today, after a decade of reformist social
-clicy, Venezuela’'s ongoing probiems of
~1gh unemployment and inilation, high
:rime rates and chronic fbod shortages are
~ow combined with a severe recession,

Industry and land remain dominated by

z7de landowners and foreign multination-

als, with two-thirds of the economy still con-
trolled by the private sector. The country
imports 70 per cent of its food despite fertile
soil, and large supermarket chains control
food distribution, undermining government
attempts to control rising prices.

Just months after calling for a “fifth inter-
national”, Chavez recently commended the
election of Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos, head of one of the most repressive,
pro-US and anti-working class regimes in the
world and a former minister in Alvaro Urike’s
murderous government. Chavez called for
the FARC, a Colombiar rebel army. to disarm,
and did not challenge Colombia's “right” to
fet the US build seven new military bases on
its soll. These new bases will be used by the
US to strengthen its military reach.

There is increasing popular anger at the
“Boli-bourgeoisie”, the bureaucracy inside
the PSUV that has enriched itself through

the o1l revenue-funded stats sectar. The

party faces tough electoral test

right wing is cynically using this discon-
tent to win over the most backward sections
of workers and poor and most of the mid-
dle class. They hope to take control of the
legislature, or at least force the government
to further cede political ground to them.

In these elections many honest militants
will vote for the PSUV as an alternative to
the vicicus right wing. But Venezuela’s
ongoing problems reveal the fundamen-
tal contradiction facing Chdvez’ project of
21st Century Sccialism: socialism cannot
be built while leaving the capitaiist statz
and proverty relations, whick the PSUY
leaders defend, intact. As long as the means
of production rest in private hands, the cap-
italists will sabotage any serious attempts
to challenge them. Working class militants
in the PSUV and cutside of it should be fight-
ing to build a revolutionary party with an
internationalist programme aimed zt the

-~ - : L\ . ‘. e -
setzure of power by the working zlass.
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70

YEARS SINCE THE ASSASSINATION OF LEON TROTSKY

In the first of two
articles, we
reproduce extracts
from Richard
Brenner’s recently
republished book,
Trotsky - an
itroduction

oday capitalism is in cri-
Tsis, a system in decline.

But in its early years, the
capitalist class - the bourgeoisie
- had to fight to establish its
rule and overthrow the preced-
ing system of feudalism.

In its revolutionary past, the
bourgeoisie had its share of gen-
uinely great leaders, people like
Cromwell and Robespierre who
led the revolutionary destruction
of the monarchy and the feudal
system. They owe their place In
history to their ruthless and
uncompromising struggle for

the interests of their rising class.
. The working class move-
ment also has its share of such
extraordinary individuals.

Among the greatest of them
“is Leon Trotsky, who stood at
| the head of the most success-
rubworking class struggle that
| historny nas el sesn.

. In Uctoner 1217, as chaiv-
“man of the Council of Work-
cers and Soidiers’ Deputies {the
“Soviet™ in the capital of the
Russian Empire, he organ-
ised an armed uprising that
overthrew the capitalist gov-

2ITIMERK, Jlssclved thelr secrel

~ police and state apparatus, and

instatled in its place a state based
on delegates elected by the mass
of the working class.

The Russian Revolution faced
an immediate threat. Armies
from 14 capitalist states, includ-
ing France, Britain and Japan,
invaded revolutionary Russia
and fought alongside the “White
Armies”of the old ruling class.

Trotsky took the lead in build-
ing up, from the exhausted and
war-weary peasants and work-
ers of Russia, a new Red Army,
an army unlike any other before
or since, which resisted and
defeated the Whites.

So different from narrow
nationalist politicians of the
bourgeois type, Trotsky looked
beyond the boundaries of Rus-
sia to the working class move-
ments of Germany, Britain,

France, China and the East.
He called on them to come to
the aid of the Soviet republic by
settling accounts with the cap-
italists in their own countries.

When the workers of the west-
ern countries failed to follow the
Russian example with success-
fi:{ revolutions of their own, the
revolution in Russia was thrown
into isolation and retreal. A
srowing caste of bureaucrats
and middiemen began fo etevate
their own interests above the
nternational revolution and the
working class.

From as early as 1923 Trotsky
opposed this slide into bureau-
cratic  dictatorship. He
derniounced the aspiring dicta-

tor Stalin, to his face, as the
“gravedigger of the revolution”.
In a mounting campaign of
repression, hundreds of thou-
sands of the most self-sacrific-
ing communists were impris-
oned, tortured and murdered by
Stalin and his henchmen.

Fourth international
Trotsky was the only leading
Russian revolutionary not to
give up the fight against this
bloody regime. And as the Com-
munist Parties around the
world, united in the Third Inter-
national, defended Stalin to the
hilt, Trotsky fought to build a
Fourth International, a new
world party of social revolution.
Trotsky was cast into exile,
first confined to the wilder-
ness of the Soviet east. Expelled
to Turkey, he was to be hound-
ed to Norway, through France
and finally to Mexico where he
was assassinated by a Stalinist
agent on 19 August 1940. The
70th anniversary of his death is
an opportunity for us to reflect
on the meaning and significance
of his life for the struggle today.
Millions are looking for a way
to fightback against the huge
cuts in jobs and welfare that cap-
italism is imposing on working
people all over the world. The
answer is to link our struggles
to the fight for revelution, and
Trotsky's struggle for the work-
ers’ councils to take the power
has lessons for us today.
Trotsky's theory of permanent
revolution (see below} will be
wev bo this, reveiing as it dces
ooth the role the working class
needs to lay in the revoluiion,
and how a revoiution in cne
country will be intimately con-
nected to the fight in other
countries.
Today miltions of people who
detest capitalism fear that it

1 L5 ~~ 1 4"‘{ £y .-; - 4 ~ . ,3 2% o
ve overthrow it we could end

Trotsky’s place in history

up living under a one-party dic-
tatorship that cannot provide
a decent life for the people,
like in the former USSR. But
Trotsky's struggle against Stal-
in {also see below) shows that
there is a real communist atter-
native, not just to capitalism but
to the excuse for socialism
that Stalinism represented.

Finally Trotsky’s fight for
the Fourth International is a
model for us today, because the
crisis of capitalism is a world-
wide phenomenon, and we
urgently need to learn how we
can build a new world party of
socialist revolution - a Fifth
International.

In all these struggles, Trot-
sky's ideas and work give pow-
erful insights into what we need
to do, and how we need to do it.

Permanent Revolution
The theory of permanent revo-
lution is one of the main contri-
hutions made by Trotsky to
Marxism. It deals with two main
questions. The first is the role of
the working class in revolutions
in “backward” countries. The
second is the international char-
acter of the socialist revolution.
Both are burning questions
today. Repeatedly the capitalist
class has resorted to the most
drastic measures, including civil
war and dictatorship, to prevent
revolution. But this was not

always the case. To establish
their power in the fivst place, the
hourgeoisie had no option but
to turn to revolution.

The Frznch Revolution of
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1789 was a classic exdmple. It
swept away the old land-own-
ing class and the monarchy, and
opened the way for the develop-
ment of modern capitalism. The
bourgeoisie encouraged the
mass of the people - the peas-
ants and the urban poor - to rise
up and fight for “Liberty, Fra-
ternity and Equality”.

Bourgeois revolution

But once the King and the aris-
tocracy had been overthrown,
the poor were left without power,
without the vote, and without
rights. The capitalists had made
their revolution: now the impov-
erished population should settle
down and get to work - for the
capitalists. By the turn of the cen-
tury Russia was stit] so backward
that it had not had even a bour-
geois revolution. There was no
parliament and no free speech;
the land was still in the hands
of the old aristocracy. Marxists
all agreed that the coming revo-
lution would be bourgeois.

But who would lead it? The
weak bourgdeoisie would not
carry out even their own revolu-
tion. Both VI Lenin, the leader
of the Bolsheviks, and Trotsky
agreed that the workers would
have to rely on themselves and
build up their own organisations.
But Trotsky went a step further.

His starting point was the the-
ory of uneven and combined
development, Native Americans
that came into contact with
settlers swapped their bows
and arrows for rifles, without
having to discover gunpowder
themselves. This uneven and
combined development applies
not only to technology but to the
way society develops. [t suggest-
zd to Trotsky that a country
could “skip” a stagz i develaop-
ment, and that backoward Russia
could go directly trom the bouy-
geois revolution 1o the selzure
of power by the working class.

Already the Zreat dress
rehearsal for 1917 - the defeated
Russian Revolution of 1905 - had
seer: a nuge the general sirike,

the formation of workers’ Sovi-

ets and an armed workers' upris-
ing. This had proved beyond
doubt that the working class
would play the leading role in the
revolution against the Tsar.

But what would happen after
the Tsar had been overthrown?
The workers would have to form
a government. The first steps of
this revolutionary govern-
ment would be to complete
the bourgeois revolution, abol-
ishing the monarchy, granting
freedom to oppressed national-
ities and recognising the peas-
ants’ right to land.

But should the workers then
guarantee to preserve the cap-
italist system? Trotsky said no.
The workers’ government
would have to go further and

?;kne socialist measures to meet
the workers’ need, not the cap-
italists’ greed.

The only alternative would be
to limit the revolution strictly
to capitalist measures, which
would mean siding with the
bosses whenever workers took
action. To avoid this, the new
government would have to con-
fiscate the property of the cap-
italists. In Trotsky's words, “the
democratic revolution grows
over directly into the sociaiist
revolution and thereby becomes
a permanent revolution.”

Today, i the Third Worid,
Trotsky's theory 18 crucial. The
Stalinists argue that revolutions
should stop at the ‘democratic
stage’, i.e. capitalism. But if rev-
olutions against dictatorship,
for national independence, for
equal votes, for land, are to
secure lasting gains they can-
not step halfway leaving power
in the hands of the bosses, but
nead to go further, o working

class power and socialisrn.

Trotsky never believed that
Russia would be able to build
socialism alone. He argued that
the key was to spread the revo-
fution to other countries. The
overthrow of the powerful cap-
italists of Germany, Britain and
France would remove the great-
est threat to the survival of the
Russian workers’ republic. A fed-
eration of workers’ states would
help to overcome Russia’s iso-
lation and backwardness.

This was the second vital ele-
ment of the theory of permanent
revolution. As Trotsky put it:

“The conquest of power by the
proletariat does not complete the
revolution, but only opens
it...The socialist revolution
begins on the national arena, it
unfolds on the international
arena. . .it attains completion only
in the final victory of the new
society on our enfire planet.”

Today, in the era of worldwide
crisis, those words are more rel-
evant than ever.

Trotsky versus Stalinism
Leon Trotsky warned that Stal-
inism was a sickness within the
Soviet Union and the socialist
movement. Stalin’s regime
blocked the road to socialism,
and without working class
democracy and socialist revolu-
tion around the world, the Sovi-
et Union could not survive.
Russia emerged from the rev-
olution in a terribly weakened
state. In Petrograd, industry in
1921 was producing only an
eighth of its 1913 output. The
number of industrial workers
dropped from 239,000 to under
80,000 hetweent 1918 and 1920,
Grain had to be seized from
ihe peasants to make sure the
cities were fed. Experts had to
be appointed Inindustry to raise
production, The workers’ coun-
cils - soviets - became smaller
and less representative as mil-
lions joined the Red Army.
Lenin ard Trotsky never tried
to cover thus up. They knew that
special, temporary measures

had to be taken to ensure the
survival of the workers’ state.
This took the form of the New
Economic Policy (NEP).

Instead of seizing the peas-
ants’ grain, the state now took
a fixed part. The remainder
could be sold as under capital-
ism. This would avoid the dan-
ger of a peasant war and boost
production. But NEP also
allowed rich peasants - Kulaks
- to secure privileges for them-
selves. A layer of so-called NEP-
men, who organised the distri-
bution of products, grew up
within the Communist Party
and the state apparatus.

In 1921 Lenin and Trotsky
tried to make sure the growth of
this privileged layer did not lead
to the corruption of the Com-
munist Party itself by banning
factions in the party. This was a
serious mistake that achieved
the opposite of what Lenin and
Trotsky had intended.

A privileged bureaucracy was
already growing up within the
party. This emerging layer of
bureaucrats found a champion
in the general secretary of the
party, Joseph Stalin. As the
ban on factions increased his
control, any criticism was soon
ruled out of order. By autumn
1923, he demanded that factions
should be reported either to the
leadership or to the secret
pDiiCE.

Trotsky launched a fignt
acainst Staiinism that would
last the rest of his lite. The Oppo-
sition demanded a “regime of
comradely unitv and internal
party democracy”, without fear
of repression. He fought to
rebuild the soviets and dive
them real control. He wanted
the party to adopt a democrat-
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ic plan of production to build
up large-scale modern indus-
try and agriculture moving
towards socialist production
for need rather than profit.

But the absence of party
democracy allowed Stalin’s fac-
tion to misrepresent Trotsky’s
views and prevent party mem-
bers - in Russta and abroad -
from fooking at what he was
really saying.

Stalin’s offensive

First the Stalinists used jeers and
smears instead of arguments.
The Oppaosition were “counter-
revoluticnaries” who wanted to
“rob the peasants”. The threat
from the Kulaks had been “exag-
gerated”. In November 1927
Trotsky was expelled from the
Communist Party, the Opposi-
tion declared illegal. The poiice
attacked their demonstrations.
By 1928 the leaders of the Oppo-
sitton were all expelled. Trot-
sky was sent into exile.

No sooner had the Opposi-
tion been defeated than the
Kulaks moved against the
workers’ state. In the winter
of 1927-28 they refused to sell
their grain unless the state
raised prices. Trotsky’s warn-
ings had proved to be correct.
The threat from the Kulaks had
to be confronted. Yet in place
of a democratically managed
plan for steady progress, Stal-
in used force, command from
above and brute terror. Where-
as Lenin and Trotsky had
argued for voluntary collectives
the Stalinists now collectivised
farms by force; 320,000 peas-
ants were deported in the first
months ¢t the new turn.

In industv the Stalinists alsc
adopted the plans of the Crpe-

sition butin a warped and dis-

-orted form. Ajter mocking the
 idea of an economic plan, the
' Staiinists now pianned each
industv. but this was carried
out by command, from above.
Real advances were rmade. but
 Stalirusm held the enormous
, notential nianned econ-

GOf b

omy back, its dynamism under-
mined by the absence of work-
ing class democracy.

By 1932 Stalin’s rule was total
- but unstable. The Great
Purges of the 1930s were the
result. Millions died in a frenzy
of persecution and oppres-
sion. Oppositionists were
threatened, tortured, and forced
to “recant” their views. They
were framed with tudicrous
charges, then shot after
grotesque “show trials”.

Trotsky - alone of the former
Bolshevik leaders - did not capit-
ulate to Stalin. He was also the
only anti-Stalinist to use Marx-
ism to understand the degener-
ation of the Russian revolution.
The hackwardness and isolation
of Russia were the main causes
of the retreat of the revolution
and the rise of the bureaucracy.

How then could the Soviet
state be defined? The Stalinists
insisted that it was soclalist. But
a soclalist state:

“...has as its premise the
ving away of the state as the
ardian of property, the miti-
ion of ineguality and tae
sradual dissoluticn of the prop-
erty concept even in the morals
and customs of society. The real
development in the Soviet
mion in recent years has fol-
lowed a directly opposite road.
Inequality Zrows, and with it.
stats Coercion.’
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Was the USSR capitalist then?
Trotsky thought not. Under cap-
italism everything is produced
for sale on the market, includ-
ing labour power - the ability of
working people to work. Pro-
duction goes through sharp
cycles of boom and slump.
Unemployment and infiation
ravage the economy. The rul-
ing class draws enormous prof-
its - legally - by exploiting the
workers.

In the USSR all this was dif-

ferent. Goods were not produced
to make a profit when sold on
the market. Rather, produc-
tion was organised according to
requirements fixed by the
bureaucrats in their central plan.
All property was in the hands
of the state. Labour power was
not bought and sold but allocat-
ed by officials; wages were fixed.

Class nature of USSR
The econoimy developed without
booms and slumps, There was
No mMass unempioyment. For
decades inflation was almost
unknown. The bureaucracy grew
vich, tuttilegaiby by robbing the
state and fixing the ngures.
For these reasons, Trotsky
defined the USSR as a "degen-
erated workers' state”. The cap-
italists and their svstem had
been overthrown. But the tran-
sition o sociaiism had been
biocked by tre Stalinist sureat-

cracy, who had taker! political
power out of the hands of the
working class and kept it by
means of massive repression.

Trotsky concluded that the
USSR needed to be defended
against attempts to resfore cap-
italism. But at the same time he
said a new workers’ revolution
would be necessary to smash the
Stalinist state and restore power
to genuine soviets.

This approach is vital for
socialists with regard to states
like Cuba today - they must be
defended unconditionally
against the US and counter-rev-
olution, but power needs to pass
from the bureaucracy back into
the hands of counciis of elected
workers’ delegates and the
revolution must be spread
across the Caribbean and Latin
America.

How should we judge Trot-
sky’s struggle against Stalin?
Clearly Trotsky and his follow-
ers failed to overthrow Stalin,
and eventually the Stalinist
bureaucracy collapsed, handing
power back to the capitalists
in 1991.

Some suggest that if Trotsky
had really understood what was
going on, he would never have
lost power. This can be rough-
Iy translated as: Stalin was right
because he won. If this is true,
then justice is on the side of
every tyrant on the earth.

But socialism has not failed.
The great attempt of the Russ-
ian revolution has shown that
there is an alternative to capi-
talism. Struggles against capi-
talism have not ceased, and as
the Great Crisis of 2008 has
stiowr, they will not cease while
capitalism and its economic fail-
ure continues,

Todav. as millicns ook for an
alternative to capitalism, the
ideas of the early years of the
Soviet Republic wili nnd a new
audience among workers and
youth all over the world. These
are the ideas that Leon Trotsky
kept alive - the ideas that will
criamph in the future, '
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Workers Power is a revolutionary com-

munist organisation. We fight to;

» Abolish capitalism and create a world
without exploitation, class divi-
sions and oppression

» Break the resistance of the exploiters
by the force of millions acting togeth-
er in a social revolution smashing
the repressive capitalist state

» Place power in the hands of councils
of delegates from the working class,
the peasantry, the poor - elected and
recallable by the masses

e Transform large-scale production and
distribution, at present in the nands
of a tiny elite, into a socially owned
economy, democraticaily planned

* Plan the use of humanity’s labour,
materials and technology to eradi-
cate social inequality and poverty.

This i5s communism - a saciety with-

out classes and without state repres-

sion. To achieve this, the working
class must take power from the
capitalists.

We fight imperialism: the handful
of great capitalist powers and their cor-
porations, who exploit billions and
crush all states and peoples, who resist
them. We suppert resistance to their
blockades, sanctions, invasions and
occupations by countries like
Venezuela, [raq or Iran. We demand an
end to the occupation of Afghanistan
and Iraqg, and the Zionist cccupation
of Palestine. We support uncondition-
ally the armed resistance.

We fight racism and nationa] oppres-

WHAT WE STAND FOR

sion. We defend refugees and asylum
seekers from the racist actions of the
media, the state and the fascists. We
oppose all immigration controls. When
racists physically threaten refugees and
immigrants, we take physical action
to defend them. We fight for no plat-
form for fascism.

We fight for women'’s liberation: from
physical and mental abuse, domestic
drudgery, sexua: exploitation and dis-
crimination at work. We fight for free
abortion and contraception on demard.
We fight for an end to all discrimination
against lesbians and gay men and
against their harassment oy the state.
religious todies and reactionaries.

We fight vouth oppression in the fam-
itv and society: for their sexual rreedom,
for an end to super-exricization, for the
right to vote at sixteen. 107 ree, univer-
sal education with a living grant.

We fight bureatcracy in the unions.
All union officers mus: be elected,
recallable, and removable at short
notice, and earn the average pay of the
members they claim to represent. Rank
and file trade unionists must organise
to dissolve the bureaucracy. We fight for
nationalisation without compensation
and under workers control.

We fight reformism: the policy of
Labour, Socialist, Social-Democratic
and the misnamed Communist parties.
Capitalism cannot be reformed
through peaceful parliamentary means;
it must be overthrown by force. In
Britain, we fight to build a consis-

NEW FIFTH INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL ON SALE

The latest issue of Fifth International Journal is a special
focussing on political economy, Marcus Lehner offers an
outline of Karl Marx's theories of money, bariking and
finance and shows how it can provide a compelling account
of what caused the great financial crisis.

Luke Cooper surveys the work of two recent high pro-
fite Marxist theories of imperialism developed by David Har-
vey and Alex Callinicos.

Keith Spencer makes a case-study analysis of a 'Great
Power' that was at the centre of the global financial

whirlwind: Britain.

Luke Coaper

finance
Markus Lehner

Keith Spencer

tently socialist alternative to the Labour
Party inside the movement, a revolu-
tionary party, This can be won through
addressing the most advanced sections
of the working class with the need for
a revolutionary programme of action,
to take steps towards unity around such
a programme, to fight for a revolution-
ary tendancy in the Labour Party.

We fight Stalinism. The so-calied
communist states were a dictatorship
over the working class by a privileged
bureaucratic elite, based on the expro-
priation of the capitalists. Those Stal-
inist states that survive - Cuba and North
Korea - must be defended against impe-
rialist blockade and attack. But a social-
ist political revolution is the only way
to prevent their eventual collapse.

We reject the policies of class collab-
oration: “popular fronts” or a “demo-
cratic stage”, which oblige the working
class to renounce the fight for power
today. We reject the theory of “social-
ism in one country”. Only Trotsky's
strategy of permanent revolution can
bring victory in the age of imperialism
and globalisation. Only a global revo-
lution can consign capitalism to
history.

With the internationalist and com-
munist goal in our sights, proceeding
along the road of the class struggle,
we propose the unity of all revolution-
ary forces in a new Fifth International.

That is what Workers Power is fight-
ing for. If you share these goals -
join us.

» Theories of imperialism,
Callinicos and Harvey

» Marx, money and modemn

o British imperialism today

Workers Power is the British
Section of the League for the
Fitth Intemational

Workers Power
BCM 7750

London
WCTN IXX

020 7708 4331
workerspower@

btopenworid.com
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www.workerspower.com
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Spotlight on communist policy &8

" From anticuts committees

to working class power

By John Bowman

new movement against the Con-
Ai)em coalition’s vicious cuts to jobs
nd services is starting to take
shape. In cities and towns across the
UK, trade union branches, community
and socialist groups, and Labour Party
activists are forming local anti-cuts organ-
isations to coordinate resistance.

While many are in their early stages
of organisation, some committees— such
as Lambeth SOS which has successfully
defended against attacks on parent-tod-
dler clubs —are already winning small but
important victories, showing that cuts
can be challenged. This is a small step
towards building a mass movement
that can really blow a hole in the coali-
tion’s austerity plans.

Workers Power has consistently argued
for local anti-cuts groups to be built into
community-wide committees of action to
unite activists. Such committees can react
quickly to events, overcome divisions
between workers in different unions,
and also bring into struggle the unem-
ploved who have been thrown out of work.
They should also include users of public
services; as the government and bosses try
to lay the blame for deteriorating servic-
es at the feet of public sector workers, pub-
lic opinion must be won to the struggle
of these workers for quality services.

Class war

The trade unions will play a strong role
within the anti-cuts committees — with
local union branches already behind the
forming of many of the campaigns. This
is vital — the strength of the organ-
ised labour movement, which organ-
ises millions across the UK and can call
for powerful strike action — Is essen-
tial to making sure that the ConDem
cuts do not go through.

But of course Cameron and Clegg aim
to drive down the wagdes and living stan-
dards of evervone in Britain - except
the super-rich, of course.

The unity of entire working class com-
munities with delegates send from

youth clubs, pensioner and communi-
ty organisations, black and Asian net-
works, anti-racist campaigns and dele-
gates from every workplace to fight every
cut would mean that anti-cuts commit-
tees can overcome any sectional com-
petition that might arise when the Tories
seek to divide us — like Thatcher did
in the 1980’s.

Anti-cuts committees can fight for
unity against all cuts and against poli-
cies that might defend older workers at
the expense of younger ones, perma-
nent workers at the expense of agency
workers, ‘British’ workers at the expense
of migrant workers, or healthcare at the
expense of education.

This kind of unity — mass working-
class unity to fight for working-class
interests as a whole — makes anti-cuts
committees vital. Transcending divisions,
anti-cuts committees should be able to
have their own democratic structures,
delegate systems and be able to take votes
on the palicies they carry out.

A Coalition of Resistance

Sensing the need to draw local groups,
such as Lambeth SOS, and national anti-
cuts organisations, such as the Right
to Work and the National Shop Stewards
Network, into a nationwide response
against the Tories, a Coalition of Resis-
tance {CoR) was launched in August {(see
page 3).

With more than 3,000 signatories —
including trade union leaders, Labour
MPs — the new coalition has the poten-
tial to spread anticuts committzes all
over the countrv. What is more, it could
convene a national anticuts committee
based on delegates from the local groups.

But we will need to put pressure on
{abour MPs. who often sell out, and we
will need to oppose Labour councils
when they carry out cuts — instead they
should refuse all cuts, demand addition-
al Whitehall funding, and set deficit
budgets, breaking the law rather than
breaking the poor.

Sa far the response of the official
Labour and trade union leaders to the
cuts has been pathetic. They want to

oppose the Tories in words and hope to
win the next election on the votes of
angry victims. But they oppose the
strikes and occupations we will need fo
stop the cuts in thetr tracks. if they get
their way they will be elected on the ruins
of our services, our conditions and our
futures. Much of our union organisation
may also be wrecked uniess we resist
now.

Here anticuts committees and a
National Anticuts Committee can be cru-
cial. If they are based on delegates from
every workplace and every working class
community, they will have the power and
the authority to deliver action even withy
out the official [eaders if necessary.

Committees of action

That is why communist policy always
stresses in every struggle the need to
organise joint committees of action from
below — so that working class people can
break the hold of these fuctionaries and
control our own struggles.

In periods of massive struggles, which
draw in millions of people, like the min-
ers strike and the Poll Tax rebellion,
the question is posed: who should have
the power in society? The whole of the
capitalist establishment sets itself against
the people: the government, the media,
the police.

Committees of action bring onto the
stage another power — the power of
the working class organised demo-
cratically to resist the bosses and take
control of our society and our future,
That was why great werkers revelutions,
like the Paris Commune and the Russ-
ian Revolution, drew their strength from
just such organisations of dirvectly elect-
ed working class delegates. When they
seized the powey, the possibility opened
of getting rid of the capitalists ali togeth-
er and running society on a socialist
basis ourselves.

We need a revolutionary party, and to
unite the resistance against the cuts and
direct it against the government and the
capitalist system. Anticuts committees
can be the first step along this revolu-
tionary road. |
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